—_ © os ol Fe. 2 J 
- . 1 : 
* - * - 2 ; jp i : | | 
a 9 Þ , 4 | — 

_ 0 ; 
+ 5 f 5 | 
bk * . 
[ i. 3 0 
o 
X 4 
” | * a 
* 1 
- o 
- 
© „ 
CF 
. 
* 
N ” " * 
22 bs, 


1 e 
# 2 I 
© FALSHOOD, ABUSE | 


N | AND | 
 MI$REPRESENTATIONS -” 

: In a late L * E L. intitled, 

= - The LIFE of *% 


* 


Sir RokkRT Cocuran, 4 
Prime Mini fer in Scotla nd 
| we T O 


JAMES THF TariRp. 


8 2 
— — L 
= — 


; — _ * 
* 


Ne quid Falſi dicere audeat, ne quid Veri non audeat, 


— 
* 4 
* 
** 
- 


ho. 


a Cc. : | SIR 
* — 4 — —— — — — — 
8 L Oo N DO N: 


Freu for 7. Cooper, at the Globe in Paten. 
+ hofter »Row, 1735: Price One. ne . 


| * 


f — # 6 
„ *r 5 a 2. 
* * 
* 
| _ ( 
""» 
1 9 
* bs %.. . 
RY * 7 * 
q * 
* 
* 

* 

« 
: ' 

. 
* 
- 
. 
*. 
= 
* 
* © . 
* - 
” 1 
1 


DETECTION 


OF THE 
Falſebood, Abuſe, &c. 


OR the Honour of Nerth Bri- 
tain, it muſt be acknowledg'd, 
that, of all the Scandal which 
theſe Times have produced, 
whereof much hath been in 
Engliſh, and not a little in J- 
riſb, the Life of Sir Robert Cochran is the 
firſt Libel which hath appeared in Scorch. 
The Coſtiveneſs of the Sty/e, and the Pedan- 
try of the Quotations, would prove it to be 
of Northern Extraction, though the Hiſtory 
f Scotland had not been plunder'd to lard 
\ A 2 this 


141 
this Libel with Scraps of Latin. Tis a doubt- 
ful Point, whether this profound Author hath 
deſigned moſt Honour to his own Country, 
or Service to Ours, in rehearſing the melan- 
choly Fates of Scottiſh Kings and Minifters, 
from an Hiſtory whoſe Annals are ſtained 
with Blood, and horrible with publick Butch- 
erics, I do nor ſo much wonder, that thoſe 
who delight in Tragedy and Sacrifice, ſhould 
bring theſe Examples from the North, as that 
they have not done it ſooner; that whilſt Egypt 
hath been ſearched for the Mummies of mur- 
der'd Magiſtrates; that whilſt the Barbarities 
at Conſtantinople exerciſed upon the Body of 
a Grand Fijier have been recited with Ra p- 
ture and Zeal, to inſpire the Imitation of the 
like Cruelty within our own Country; that 
whilſt the Aſſaſſination of John de Mitt bath 
had Apologiſts, and the Blood of Baron 
GoERTZ hath flowed reetrmg lot in the 
Deſcriptions of our Patriot-Orators : Scotland, 
though fruitful beyond all Nations in the Sto- 
ries of popular Murders, ſhould be the /aff 
Reſort of Patriotiſm in Search of thoſe bloody 


Examples, with which they feed the popular 


Imagination to a Degree of Luxury. 


There ſeemed, however, ſome Reaſons why 
SCOTLAND ought to have been ſpared the 
Recital of Horrors, which the whole People, 
and even the greateſt of their Families, can- 
not reflect on witheut a moſt ſenſible Con- 
cern. It ſeemed tp be highly juſt, that, » 
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the DESTRUCTION of Patriots and Popular 
Guides had never been exhibited in Piece- 
meals of Scottiſh Hiſtory, ſo the Scenes of Civil 
Rage and Savage Cruelty, wherein Miniſters 
of State have been brought like the Ox to 
the Slaughter, and their diſmember'd Bodies 
hung up in the Shambles of Patriotiſm, ought 
not to have been diſplay'd. It would ſcarcely 
have been an acceptable Flattery to the Great 
Men of theſe Times, had any, in Compliment 
to them or their Cauſe, preſumed to have ſullied 
the noble/t Names of North Britain, or to have 
ſtigmatized a CocH RAN, or an Alexander 
Lord Hu ME, or others whom we find mot 
infamouſly and moſt diſhoneſtly ſpoke of in 
the Libel. Ir ought to have been conſider'd, 
that their z//uſtrious Deſcendants deſerve ſome 
Reſpect even of their Enemies, and much 
more of their pretended Friends; that there 
are Feuds in Scotland which are entailed on 
their Families from one Generation to another; 
that Family Quarrels are kept alive in Per- 
petuity by ſuch Family Reproach, and that 
nothing of this Kind can be more heavy or 
grievous, than to recite the moſt odious Im- 
putations, which the Rage or Malice of for- 
mer Times hath heaped upon thoſe from 
whom the moſt magnificent Patriots derive 
their Names, their Blood, their Honours, 
Tiges and Fbrrunes. 


Yer, though it s eſtabliſhed as the Righr 
of every Man, freely to examine the Publick 
| Hiſ- 


[6] 

Hiſtories of former Ages, without being 
thought to have any malicious Deſign in re- 
viving the worſt Obloquy againſt the be/t 
Blood of * his Country; and though this Li- 
berty once allowed of on one Side, will moſt 
undoubtedly be lawful in its utmoſt Extent 
on the other, ſtill there is a Dury which 
never can be departed from without abuſing 
Liberty, and offending honeſt Men of all Par- 
ties. There is a Duty owing to the Truth, 
which will oblige all Writers in every De- 
ſcription of Characters ancient or modern; 
that they exhibit the whole Truth, nor ſup- 
preſs, nor diſguiſe any Circumſtance eſſential 
to the Character which they pretend to de- 
ſcribe; nor draw the Pourtraits either of the 
Dead or the Living with Features which they 
had not, or without thoſe Features which they 
really had; nor aggravate, nor diminiſh the 
genuine Characteriſticks by which the Iden- 
tity of Perſons can only be known, and by 
which the Similitude of others compared with 
them can only be determined. 


This Duty hath had ſo little Reſtraint on 
the Pen of the Author before me, and the 
Truth of Hiſtory is ſo little regarded in his 
Performance, that it deſerves the Cenſure of 
a Libel; a LI BEL on the Hiſtory, and on tbe 
Kingdom of Scotland, which calls for this 
Animadverſion from every Hand that hath 
Leiſure to undertake it. I have waited ſome 
time, in Hopes that a Native of that Coun- 
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12 
try would vindicate their Hiſtory from fuch 
groſs and abuſive Miſrepreſentations ; yet, tho 
none have appeared on this Occaſion, ſince 
I have an Opportunity of doing Juſtice to 
Scotland, it will not be leſs acceptable to 
them for being the Work of an Engliſbman. 


The Portion of Hiſtory to which 7515 


Writer confines Himſelf, with ſmall Regard 


to the Order of Time, and with leſs to the 
Truth of Things, is the Reign of James the 
Third of Scotland, and of his Minion Robert 
Cochran. If we could apprehend the Ap- 
pearance of a JaMEs THE THniRD in 
England, we might fancy ſome Inhabitant of 
the 1/le of Sky, endowed with the Gift of 
Second Sight, deſcribing an Adminiſtration 10 
come; and that where he fails as an Hiſto- 
rian, he writes in the Spirit of a Pro bet. 


This Co cnR AN, according to the greateſt 
of the Scottiſh Writers, lived at a Time when 
a Faction in England made War on their 
lawful Sovereign, and impoſed it on the 
King (4) by Force of Arms, that he ſhould 
bear the Name and Enſigns, or Badges of 4 
King, but the Powter of the Government 
ſhould be in the Heads of their Faction, a- 
gainſt which Violence and Tyranny the 
QUEEN drew the Sword for her (b) Huſband's 


(a) Buchanan, Lib. 12. p. 218, Edinb. 1715. 
(b) Hen, VI. 


De- 
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Deliverance with ſuch Vigour and Succeſs, 


as reſcued him from his Enemies, ſlew their 


Chiefs in Battle, deſtroyed two Armies, gain- 
ing two compleat Victories; and even when 
Fortune deſerted this maſculine Princeſs, in 
her final Overthrow Six and thirty Thouſand 
Men were ſlain before ſhe loſt the Field. 


Theſe were the Times when Cochran be- 
came the Minion of the King of Scotland, 
who departing from the Counſels of his an- 
cient Servants, and withdrawing Himſelf from 
the Nobility, choſe mean and infamous Per- 
ſons to be the Companions of his Pleaſures, 


and the Adviſers of his Reign. 


(c) Of theſe one Preſton was Chief, though 
born of a better Family than any of his 
Comrades, who abandoned himſelf to indulge 
the King's Humour in all Things. And Coch- 
RAN Came next, who having been Appren- 


(c) Eorum hi principes erant, Thomas Præſtonus, hone/ſs 
loco natus, ſed qui Regi omnibus in rebus obſequi in animum 
induxcrat ; Robertus Cocheranus, homo magnis Orgy vi- 
ribus, ac pari audacia, qui cum e certamine quodam ſingulari 
cognitus Regi fuiſſet, ſtatim ex Architecto aulicus factus, 
& ad ſpem vitæ liberalioris orectus, brevi, diligenter ob- 
eundis levioribus negotiis, & Regis moribus obſequendo, 
perfecit, ut ad intima de rebus magnis conſilia adhibere- 
tur, ac gener Præſtono eligeretur. Tertius erat Gulielmus 
Rogerus, Anglus Cantor, qui cum Regis Angli Legatis 
in Scotiam ingreſſus, poſtquam ſemel & iterum Regi au- 
ditus placuit, ab eo retentus, & divitiis auctus, brevi 1 
Equeſtrem Ordinem eſt aſcriptus, Cæteri, e contemtiſ- 
ſimo genere hominum, 2 artium opifices, & ſola 
improbitate & audacia commendati. Buch. p. 231. 
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tice to a Maſon, of a Builder was inſtantly made 
a Courtier. Hiſtory deſcribes Him as a Man 
of great Podily Strength, and of equal Impu- 
dence, who making Himſelf known to the 
King by a DuEL which He fought, was admit- 
ted at Court with great Expectations of Ad- 
vancement. Having been employ'd in Mat- 
ters of ſmall Concern, which He perform- 
ed with great Application, and infinu- 
ating Himſelf into the King's Favour by con- 
ſtant Aſſiduity, He became immediately ad- 
viſed with in the moſt important and the 
moſt intimate Councils of the Kingdom. 
Preſton upon this made Him his Son, by giv- 
ing Him his Daughter in Marriage. And to 
theſe were added a Third Minion, One WII- 
LIAM RoGERs an Engliſh Muſician or Singer, 
who came into Scotland as the Menial Servant 
of an Engliſh Embaſſy ; and having pleaſed the 
King by performing ſeveral times in his Hear- 
ing, was retained in his Court, advanced to 
great Riches, and honour'd with Knighthood in 
a ſhort time. The reſt of theſe Royal Comrades 
were of the loweſt Dregs of Mankind, Day- 
labourers of the baſeſt Occupations, recommend- 
ed only by their Profligacy and Impudence, 
who became his Pandars in the /ewdeft Debau- 
cheries, exciting Him to wrong the Queen his 
Wife, to Murder the Princes his Brothers, to 
diſgrace the wwho/e Body of the Nobles, and op- 
preſs the whole Peofle of Scotland. 


B Accordingly 
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Accordingly practiſing on his moſt lamen- 
table Weakneſs, by the wretched ridiculous 
Deluſions of Witchcraft, and lying Predictions 
of Aſirologers, they poſſeſſed this diſſolute cre- 
dulous Prince againſt his neareſt Kindred, as 
Enemies to his Life; and Cochran at the 
head of theſe Minions, caus'd a Prince of the 
Blood, the King's younger Brother, to be mur- 
dered within the Royal Palace, by opening 
his Veins, and making him bleed to Death (q). 
To juſtify this helliſh Proceeding, they pre- 
tended a Conſpiracy to kill the King by 
Witchcraft, and cauſed Twelve Old Women to 
be try'd, and burnt in Form, as Witches con- 
cern'd in the Plot. Not ſatisfied with this 
Blood of Royal Innocence, they reſtrained 
the Perſon of the Elder Brother (e), the 
preſumptive Heir of the Kingdom, 
and deſign'd to murder him in the next 
place, which he prevented at the Hazard 


d) Joannes, minimus natu fratrum, ceteris incautior, 
cum temere de ſtatu regni liberius locutus fuiffet, ab auli- 
cis arreptus, & in carcerem conjectus, a domeſtico Regis 
concilis condemnatus, ae vena reſciſſa mori eſt coactus. 
Cauſa mortis in vulgus edita eſt, quod cum fœminis vene- 
ficis clam conſilia conferret in Regis caput. Id crimen 
verum ut videretur, decreta adverſus veneficas quæſtione, 
ac duodecim earum, quarum viliſſima erant capita, cre- 
mate. Buch. p. 232. 


(e) Alexander ut genere ita periculo proximus, quamvis 
omnes a ſe, quoad potuit, ſuſpiciones amoveret; tamen 
per miniſtros Regios, quinunquam eo vivo fibi fatis con- 


ſultum credebant, ſubito in arcem Edimburgenſem raptus 
eſt, Ibid. 
of 


( 227 ] 
of breaking his Neck (J), by eſcaping from 
the Walls of Edinburgh Caſtle, CochRAN 
having baniſh'd and ſlain the Brothers of 
the King, enriched himſelf by the Royal 
Demeſnes, and ennobled himſelf by the Titles 
F the young Prince whom he had butcher'd. 
The EARLDoM oF MAR, which had been the 
Appannage of this unfortunate Victim, was 
granted by the King to this execrable Vil- 
lain (g), with the Reproaches of all the No- 
bility, and with the Curſes of every Man in 
Scotland. Hence the univerſal Rage; Hence 
the Vengeance which every where purſued 


Him, and the Fate which at length overtook 
Him. | 


This is the Subſtance of Buchanan's Ac- 
count, with whom the Author of the Libel 
holds no Correſpondence, but with Intent to 
abuſe and miſrecite Him, by maim'd, partial, 
and imperfect Quotations, wreſted contrary to 
their Meaning, | 


(f) E linteis lectoli ſui ſtragulis fanem conciunavit, pro 
altitudine (ut rebatur) muri fatis longum: ac primum, ut 
periculum faceret, miniſtrum demifit, e cujus caſu, bre- 
viorem juſto eum efle intellexit. Aucto igitur pro præ- 
ſenti copia fune, ipſe ſecutus miniſtrum, qui in deſcenſu 
crus fregerat, in humeros ſublatum circiter mille paſſus ad 


mare tulit, ac ventum ſecundum nactus Dumbarum navi- 
gavit. Did. 


(g) Sed Cocherano maxime invidioſus fuit titulus Co- 
MITATUS MARRIAE ; quam regionem Rex, extincto mi- 
nore fratre, vel ei donaverat, vel regendam commiſerat. 
Buch, þ. 234, | 


B 2 A moſt 
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A moſt notorious Abuſe of Hiſtory, which 
runs through the whole Diſſertation, is, that 
He charges on CoCHRAN all the Grievances of 
the whole Reign; ſome of which happen'd 
before He was heard of, others complained of 
after He was dead, and many of which He 
could have no Share in procuring ; whilſt 
the moſt odious and horrible Crimes, of which 
He was undoubtedly guilty, and for which He 
was deſtroy'd, are diſguiſed and obſcured, it 
they are any where mentioned, 


CocHRAN, who never was Knighted, is 
ſtyled SIR ROBERT through the whole 
Libel, on the ſingle Circumſtance of his 
wearing a Gold Chain, though at that Time 
no Order exiſted in Scotland with either Col- 
lar or Badge; and William Rogers, who was 
a Knight, is called plain Roger in every 
Place; nay, in the Page at the Bottom of 
which the Words are tranſcribed in Reference 
to Him, brevi in Equeſiriam Ordinem eſt 


aſeriptus. 


Of Cochran this Score Minion, and William 
Rogers this ENGLISH Miniſter, the Libeller 
affirms in the 41ſt Page, that He doth not know 
whether they were Relations, or not; though 
by the Paſſage which He tranſcribes without 


tranſlating it, in that very Page He ſhews 


they were Nateves of different Countries, and 


yet would ſuggeſt they were Brothers, 
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Of Preſton, the Colleague of theſe Minions, 


He ſpeaks with amazing Magnificence, and 
by the Prerogative of his Invention, creates 
Him a Nobleman, nay, ſtyles Him Noble 
Lord, on the bare Authority of Buchanar's 
ſlight Expreſſion, Preſtonus honeſto loco na- 
tus Words which were purely inſerted to 
ſhew, that in ſuch a Setf of P:mps and Mi- 
ions, there was one who might be called a 
Gentleman; a Circumſtance which, had it not 
been expreſly affirm'd in Hiſtory, would not in 
After-Ages have been allowed of, as having any 
Probability. For, the World might have ra- 
ther imagined, that the FATHER IN Law of 
Cochran was a Duſi-Man, or a GL ass-Mavn, 
or any thing mean and contemptible. 


To this /y:ng Account of Preſton's Nobility, 
He adds, that by marrying his Daughter to 
Cochran, he raiſed Cochran's Fortunes; where- 
as Buchanan ſpeaks of it as an Alliance which 
Preſton ſollicited to ſtrengthen Himſelf; nor 
was it the Cauſe, but the Effect of Cochran's 
Power at Court, ut ad intima rebus magnis 
conſilia adhiberetur, ac GENER A Præſtono eli- 
geretur. It was not an Alliance between a 
Noble Lord and a Country Gentleman; but it 
was the Alliance of a Court Minion with a 
Rifing Favourite. 


He then pREsUMEs that Preſton, this ima- 
ginary Noble Lord, muſt have been ſupplanted, 
, wo my | 4 , a by 
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by Cochran, becauſe Hiſtory does not once 
mention Him after the Marriage of his Davgh- 


ter with Cochran. A ſtrong Prefumption, in- 
deed | 


He tells us of Cochran, in Page 11th, that 
Hiſtory gives him no other Deſignation than that 
of his SURNAME. Contrary to this Acknoro- 
ledged Example of all the Hiſtorians, He 
{peaks of Him every where by his Chriſtian 
Name, which He dubbs with Knighthood. To 
palliate this Abuſe, He refers to a Paſſage in 
the Annotator on Buchanan; from whence 
He takes Occaſion to ſuggeſt, that this Man- 
ner wherein the Hiſtorians call Him by His 
Surname, was owing to the general Contempt 
of the Honours conferred upon Him ; though 
the very Paſſage (5) which this Libeller tran- 
ſcribes without tranſlating it, ſpeaks of no ſuch 
Honour of Knighthood, nor could, becauſe it 
never was conferred upon Him, but of the 
EARLDoOM OF MAR, a Royal Demeſne which 
He uſurped after He had murdered the Bro- 
ther of a King, and a Title by which the 


People would never ſtyle Him, but deteſted 


Him for the moſt horrible Means whereby 
He obtained it. 


As He miſrepreſents the Story of Cochran, 
He maims the Deſcription of Rogers. He 


(hb) Negant ſcriptores Cochran MARRIAE ComiTEM 
creatum, ſed tantum fructus colligendi curam illi com- 
miſſam. Annot. in Buch. p. 234. 


ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of Him moſt falſely, as making his 


Appearance in the World as a Man of Bu- 


fines in an Embaſſy, but drops the Particulars, 


which might have ſhewn that he was not the 
Secretary, but the Menial Servant of an Em- 
baſſy; and omits the Circumſtances, that He 
was born a Foreigner to Scotland, that he was 
a Singer by Trade, and a Pandar to the King's 
perſonal Vices by Preferment. 


Referring to the Hiſtorians for the Proof 
of Rogerss Infamy, He cites Hume, Page 
228. (i. I was curious enough to examine the 
Reference. The Libel cites Hume's Words, 
Rogers was an Inciter to Lewdneſs ; but HuME 
goes further, He ſays Rogers was an Inciter 
to Lewadneſs, and to the WRONGING OF THE 
QukEN. Now what could be the Libeller's 
Motive to maim the Citation, and to give 
us Hume's Words curtailed of what was moſt 
material in the Sentence? 


As he miſrepreſents the Story of theſe Mi- 
nions in every Particular, he deceives the 
Reader in the general Deſcription of the whole 
Clan of them. In Page gth, He cites the 
Words of Buchanan, E contemtiſſimo genere 
hominum. In the ſecond Impreſſion He repeats 
the ſame with an Addition, E contemtiſſimo ge- 


(i) Hiſtory of the Houſe of Douglas and Angus, by 
David Hume of Godſcroft. Edinb. 1644. 
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nere hominum,et fo'a improbitate et audacia com- 
mendati ; but when I examined the Reference, 
I found He had maimed this Citation likewiſe, 
and that in Buchanan, Page 231, the Words 
are, E contenitiſſimo genere lominum, VILISSI- 
MARUM ARTIUM OPIFICES, ef fola improbi- 
tate et audacia commendati, This Diſhoneſty 
could be with no other Deſign than to 
diſguiſe the Truth, that theſe Minions of the 
King, drawn from the Dregs of Mankind, and 
recommended only by their Profligacy and: 
Impudence, wereHANDICRAFTS-MEN OF THE 
BASEST OCCUPATIONS; Which Words He 
hath <wi/fully /uppreſsd in tranſcribing the Sen- 
rence, and contrary to the Truth of all the 
Hiſtorians, would falſly ſuggeſt, that the Cha- 
racters of whom He ſpeaks, inſtead of having 
been A SET T OF LOW- BORN MISCREANTS, 
the Refuſe even of the Rabble, promoted by the 


fudden Whim of a Prince to be the Pimps of 
his Pleaſures, and the Oppreſſors of his People, 


were MINISTERS OF STATE, and Men who had 
had their Education in Offices of Buſineſs, before 
they were admitted to diſcharge great Employ- 
ments. 


Such is the Difference between the Cha- 
raters which He would diſguiſe from the 
View of the Publick, and Characters which He 
would 7mpoſe upon the Ignorance of Mankind. 
This Difference 1s ſo great, that even Hewould 
ſcarcely have Folly or Boldneſs enough to af- 


firm, that there could be any Similitude where 


there 
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there muſt be ſuch a palpable - Diſagreement ; 
but to avoid the Force of Truth, he ſuppreſſes 
every material Fact, every ſpecifick Circumſtance 
in the Fortunes of theſe Minions, and every 
ſpecifick Crime in their publick Behaviour, 


Accordingly the MURTHER of the King's 
youngeſt Brother by Cochran, and the Baniſh- 
ment-of his elder Brother, is in Page 14, call'd 
by the gentle Phraſe of a Rupture in the Royal 
Family. 


Again, the immoderate Acquiſition of CRown 
LanDs, which render'd Cochran molt odious, 
is as ſlightly ſpoke of, though he obtained a 
Grant of the Lends belonging to a Prince of 
the Blood, even the Revenue of an Earl; and 
by ſuch Grants outvied the Splendor of the 


. antient Nobility, who beheld Perſons of the 


meaneſt Extraction eclipſe th an in Luſtre, from 
the. Profits of being PAY-MASTER TO THE 
KinG's MISTREsSEs. 


The Value of this vaſt Acquiſition is thrown 
by this Libeller into ſuch Obſcurity, that any 
one who reads his Life of Cochran, without 
conſulting Hiſtory, might con ceive him to 
have been a Miniſter ſo modeſt in the Uſe of 
Favour, that all the CRown Lands granted to 
him or his Family, were ſcarcely ſufficient to 
maintain a /Yelch Juſtice of the Peace. 

Wt | 
C The 
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The fame odd Inſincerity which ſuppreſſes 
Cochran's real Crimes, imputes io him others 
which he never committed. There is a long 
and groundleſs Charge on his Memory, of per- 


ſecuting Patrick Graham, the Pope's Legate 


in Scotland, and ouſting him of his Juriſdiction, 
which was accompliſhed in 1472, four Years 
before Cochran was heard of; nay, cauſing him 
to be impriſon'd in loathſome Dungeons, to 
the deſtruction of his Life ; of all which there is 
not a Paſſage in Hittory that ſuggeſts Cochran to 
have had the leaſt Share in the Management of 
it; but, on the contrary, it was an Eccleſiaſtical 
Contention, begun and carried on amongſt the 
Churchmen, in their Struggles for Power ; nor 
any ways related to Cochran's Adminiſtration. 


What ſurprizes me above all Things is, that 
Cochran ſhould be made accountable for the 
Profiigacy of a low! Prieſt concerned in this 
Tranſaction, who is ſaid to have forged Mar- 
TERS OF PRIVATE CONVERSATION, and 
to have publiſhed /uch Forgeries in order to 
ruin Patrick Graham. If indeed there had 
been the leaſt Appearance in Hiſtory, that 


Cochran had ever attempted tt ſupplant Men 


in Great Employments, or Credit with his Prince, 
by accuſing them of criminal Diſcourſes 
pretended to have been utter'd in the Eaſe 
and Freedom of an intimate Acquaintance, 
with all the Confidence of the moſt cordial 
Friendſhip; he might have been charged with 
encouraging Practices, of which he had been 

an 


[ 19 
an original Example in his own Behaviour, 
But bad as Cochran really was, and odious 
as he ought to be, I cannot find, that even 
Hz was ever reproached with Profiigacy of 
this moſt odious and execrable Kind, or with 
ſo ſhocking an Inſtance of breating bis pri- 
vate Faith, or with ſuch deteſted Bajene/s in 
the Means of working his Revenge. 


Another falſe Charge upon Cochran is in 
Page 14, that He was the Author of the Earl 
of Arran's Diſgrace, who had been an Em- 
baſſador in Norway, and was ruin'd in his Fa- 
vour with the King; nay, deprived of his Wife, 
who moſt paſſionately loved him. There is 
not the appearance of a Foundation for ſuch 
a Charge ; nor could his Misfortunes be pla- 
ced to the Influence of Cochran, ſince the 
Death of the Earl happen'd fix Years ik) be- 
fore the very Name of this Minion was known. 
But the King had at that Time anotber Fa- 
vourite, whoſe Name was JaMEs HAMILTON, 
to whom he gave his Siſter, in Violation of 
her Husband the Earl of Arran's Right, fr m 
whom this Lady had been inticed, under the 
deceitful Pretence, that if (he would come in 
Perſon to make his Peace, the King would 
be appeaſed ; but no ſooner was ſhearrived in 
Scotland, than the Earl, who was then in Flan- 


(% The Earl of Arran's Death is placed in Buchanan 


about the Year 1470, and Cochran's Favour at Court af- 
ter the Year 1476, Page 228, 
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ders, was ſummon'd to appear on the Penalty 
of being divorc'd, though he had already been 


preſcribed, and knew that he muſt be deſtroy'd, 


ſhould he be found in Scotland. In Conſe- 
quence of this, whilſt the Earl was abſent and 
unheard, his Marriage was declared Null, for 
no other Reaſon than becauſe he was abſent; 
and his Wife, againſt her Will, below her Dignity, 
and below her Husband*s Quality, was married 
by Violence (J) to the Founder of the Greatneſs 
of the Noble Houſe of Hamilton. But why this 
znvidious Affair ſhould be Revived in the 
Form of a Charge againſt Cochran, who could 
not have any Concern in the whole Tranſ- 
action, I am at a loſs to determine. 


There are ſo many frivolous and unjuſt 
Accuſations alledg'd againſt Cochran by this 
Libeller, that any one who animadverts on the 
Libel, though with no other View than to 
clear the Truth of Hiſtory, muſt ſeem in ſome 
Sort an Advocate for Cochran from the fre- 
quent Occaſion of detecting Errors and Miſ- 
repreſentations in the pretended Account of 
his Life. I am however ſo far from being 
Cochran's Advocate, that I wiſh whoever re- 
ſembles Him in his Crimes, may reſemble 
Him in his Fate. But this I muſt ever inſiſt 


) Cum diem non obiſſet, priores Nuptiæ decernuntur 
illegitimæ: ac divortio cum abſente et inaudito tranſacto. 
Maria Regis Soror invita Facoho Hamiltonio, homiui prope 
n9ve, ac multum dignitate et opibus, quam prior maritus, 
inferiori, nubere cogitur. Buch. Pag. 229. 


on, 


( 
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on, that whoever profeſſes to write the Life 
of Cochran, ſhould ſpeak the Truth of Cochran, 
and neither deviate from H/torv, nor reſort to 
Invention. 


In both theſe Inſtances the /Yr:iter of his 
Life before ns is moſt unpardonably guilty. 
As He continually ſuppreſſes the worſt of 
Cochran's Crimes, he charges him with others 
which he never committed, It muſt aſtoniſh 
the Reader to find ſo many Pages of this Libe! 
accuſing Cochran with Corruption and unduc 
Influence on Parliaments, when the Hiſtory of 
Scotland expreſly affirms, (m) that © no Ca- 
ſualty could fall ro the King but it was 
* diſpoſed by the Advice of this CocnRaN, 
© and not by the Counſel of the Lords in Par- 
* liament.” So that how theſe Minions cor- 
rpted thoſe of whom they would not take 

unſel, J am likewiſe at a loſs to determine. 


In another Place it is affirmed, at the 
Mrchants were plunder'd at Sea WITHOUT 
RBTITUTION. It will warn the Reader not 
to elieve ſuch a Writer in any Aſſertion, when 
he hall find in Buchanan that the contrary of 
thizAſertion is true in the CAPITAL 1n/tance 
of bſſes at Sea, Navem Scoticam, ab Faco- 


(The Hiſtory of Scotland from 21 February 1436, 
to Mich 16;5. By Robert Lindeſay of Pitſcottis, 
Edinb1728, Pag. 76. 
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ders, was ſummon'd to appear on the Penalty 
of being divorc'd, though he had already been 
preſcribed, and knew that he mult be deſtroy'd, 
ſhould he be found in Scotland. In Confe- 
quence of this, whilſt the Ear/ was abſent and 
unheard, his Marriage was declared Null, for 
no other Reaſon than becauſe he was abſent; 
and his Wife, againſt her Will, below her Dignity, 
and below her Husband's Quality, was married 
by Violence (/) to the Founder of the Greatneſs 
of the Noble Houſe of Hamilton. But why this 
znvidious Affair ſhould be Revivep in the 
Form of a Charge againſt Cochran, who could 
not have any Concern in the whole Tranſ- 
action, I am at a loſs to determine. 


There are ſo many frivolous and unjuſt 
Accuſations alledg'd againſt Cochran by this 
Libeller, that any one who animadverts on the 
Libel, though with no other View than to 
clear the Truth of Hiſtory, muſt ſeem in ſome 
Sort an Advocate for Cochran from the fre- 
quent Occaſion of detecting Errors and Miſ- 
repreſentations in the pretended Account of 
his Life. I am however ſo far from being 
Cochran's Advocate, that I wiſh whoever re- 
ſembles Him in his Cr:mes, may reſemble 


Him in his Fate. But this I muſt ever inſiſt 


) Cum diem non obiſſet, priores Nuptiæ decernuntur 
illegitimæ: ac divortio cum abſente et inaudito tranſacto. 
Maria Regis Soror invita Tacobo Hamiltonio, homini prope 
nod, ac multum dignitate et opibus, quam prior maritus, 
inferiori, nubere cogitur, Buch. Pag. 229. 
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on, that whoever profeſſes to write the Life 
of Cochran, ſhould ſpeak the Truth of Cochran, 
and neither deviate from Hi/torv, nor reſort to 


Invention. 


In both theſe Inſtances the 7Y7iter of his 
Life before ns is moſt unpardonably guilty. 
As He continually ſuppreſſes the worſt of 
Cochran's Crimes, he charges him with others 
which he never committed. It muſt aſtoniſh 
the Reader to find ſo many Pages of this Libel 
accuſing Cochran with Corruption and undue 
Influence on Parliaments, when the Hiſtory of 
Scotland expreſly affirms, (m) that © no Ca- 
« ſualty could fall ro the King but ic was 
« diſpoſed by the Advice of this Cocu RN, 
« and not by the Counſel of the Lords in Par- 
ce ia ment.“ So that how theſe Minions cor- 
rupted thoſe of whom they would not take 
Counſel, T am likewiſe at a loſs to determine. 


In another Place it is affirmed, that the 
Merchants were plunder'd at Sea WITHOUT 
REsTITUTION. It will warn the Reader not 
to believe ſuch a Writer in any Aſſertion, when 
he ſhall find in Buchanan that the contrary of 
this Aſſertion is true in the W hy Inflance 
of Lofles at Sea, Navem Scoticam, ab "Faco- 


(; The Hiſtory of Scotland from 21 February 1436, 
to March 16:5. By Robert Lindeſay of Pitſcottis, 
Edinb, 1728, Pag. 76. 
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bo Kennedo PI. 7 bu majorem ad eum 
diem in Oceano viſam non meminerant, vis 
tempeſtatis in littus Anglicum 7mpegerat : 
bona ab Anglis direpta, ac ſæpe fruſtra repe- 
tita. Hac per aliquot annos cum lis animos diſti- 
nuiſſet, Legatione tandem bonoriſica in Scotiam 
miſſa, cujus principes erant Epiſcopus Dunel- 
menſis, et Scrupus homo nobilis; ab iis, cum 
Eduardus fortune inconſtantia jactatus, pecuniis 
tam diuturno bello exbauſtus, requiem ab ar- 
mas libenter amplecteretur, facile renovate ſunt 
induciæ, eis legibus, ut navis direptæ, et bo- 
norum quæ inerant, pretium per viros bonos 
eftimaretur, ac bona fide redderetur. (). 


I give the Reader this Paſſage at large, 
that he may ſee with how little. Care or Fi- 
delity the Libeller cites the Hiſtory of Scot- 
land. It appears from hence, that Scotland 
had a Ship belonging to it the LARGEST 
which at that Time had ever been ſeen on 
the Ocean; that this being taken within the 
Limits of Trade of another Na tion, the Cargo 
was ſeized, and Reſtitution denied for ſome 
Time; but that a magnificent Embaſſy was 
ſent into Scotland, to accommodate the Miſ- 
underſtanding which this had occaſioned, and 
that REsT1TUTION was made of this Ship 
4s the Terms of Peace between the two Na- 
tions; and Commiſſaries were appointed to re- 
gulate the Difference between them. 


n) Buch, p. 231. 
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As He hath ſuppreſſed the Reſtitution of this 


Ship, in order to aggravate a Grievance 
which happened before Cochran's Time of 
Power, He hath with equal Care ſuppreſſed 
the /pecifick Miſchiefs which attended Coch- 
ran's CoininG or Monty, and the lawleſs 
Practice with which it was carry'd on. 


He tells us in the 17th Page of the Libel, 
that a Patent for coining of Copper or Half- 
Pence made great Noiſe, and brought in 
Cochran immenſe Sums. *© By Degrees (ſays 
« He) it would, as He had laid his Plan, 
« have drained all the Species, and would 
« have utterly ruined the Trade of the Coun- 
« try; and notwithſtanding all the Oppoſi- 
« it met with, it did incredible Miſchief. 


Does this amount to the Relation which 
all the Hiſtorians give of that Coinage? One 
of them ſays, That Cochran had ſuch Credence 
with the King, that He gave Him Leave to 
STRIKE MoNEY OF HIs ow, As IF Ht 
HAD BEEN A PRINCE (o. This Cochran's 
Plak, as it was called, was a Black Money 
forced upon the Subject againſt Law, and 
every Man was obliged to take it againſt his 
Will. It almoſt ſtopped the Trade of the 


(s) Lindeſay, p. 75. 
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Kingdom, it occaſioned (p) Dearth, Famine, * 
and Deſolation. But all theſe Circumſtances 0 
of its being in Diminution of Royal Preroga- 1 
tive, its being againſt Law, its ſtopping the 7 
Circulation of Money, its cauſing Dearth and * 
Famine, and its being forced on the People \ 
as long as Cochran lived, are darkened and 0 1 
diſguiſed under the general Phraſe of cauſing 
incredible Miſchiefs ; and the Reader is left to t 
conceive it in the Light of an ordinary Patent J 
iſſued according to Law, forced upon no Man a 


againſt his Will, but oppoſed from Envy or 
Spleen, on account of the private Gain ac- 
cruing to the Undertakers. 


There is ſcarcely a Fact throughout this” 
Libel repreſented according to the Hiſtorians, {| 
which He pretends to recite. Every Action 
of Cochran's Life, is ſtrained and forced either 
to exceed or fall ſhort of the Truth. When 
we are inform'd that He cauſed a Rupture in 
the Royal Family, who could believe that fo 
ſoft an Expreſſion deſcribed a Man that had 
murdered one Brother of the King, and driven 
another into Exile? When we are informed 
of his having corrupted Parliaments, who 
would imagine that He never conſulted Parlia- 
ments? When we are informed, that He 
cauſed the Earl of Arran to be baniſhed, who 


(%) Hine primum orta erat omnium rerum caritas; de- 
inde etiam fames, dum venditores potius frumenta domi 
corrumpi ſinerent, quam venditionis prætextu emtoribus 
condonarent. Buch. p. 234. 
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would coficeive that Fh Earl was dead, before 
Ccehran had quitted his Trade as a Maſon ? 
When we ere informed, that he ſuffer'd the 
Merchants to be piunder'd without Reſtitution, 
who would think, that the GREAT SHIP 
which was unjuſtly detained, was actually re- 
ſtored ? When we are informed, that his Coin- 
age occahoned Miſchiefs, who could gueſs 
thoſe Miſchiefs to be Dearth, Famine, and 
Deſolaticn ? Yer ſuch are the Fats, and ſuch 
are the Repreſentations in the Libel! 


If we take the general Deſcription of 
Cichran, as it runs through this Libel, what 
doth it amount to? In Page the gth, he 
builds Himſelf Houſes, rides out to hunt, and 
wears fine Clothes, In Page 11th allies Him- 
ſelf to a Noble Lord, who was neither a Lord, 
nor ever mention'd as Noble. In Page 41ſt, 
he is ſuggeſted to have been the Brother of a 
Pimp, who was born in another Country, In 
Page 16, he heaps up a great Eſtate. In Page 
17th, many of the Nobility are his Enemies. 
In Page 21, he is an All-graſþping, Power- 
ingreſſing Miniſter. In Page 24, the Clergy 
are his Tools. In Page 38, he is charged with 
Beaſtly Ignorance. In Page 39, he is ſaid to 
have had the Prince againſt him at the Head 
of the Country Intereſt, though a Babe of 
Shree Years old. In Page 44, he is repreſent- 
ed as making Terms for Himſelf with a Pre- 
tender to the Crown, In Page 47, he is ſer 
forth as Projetting, Negotiating, Blundering, 

D Bluſtering, 
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Bl:ſlering, Diſgracing, Corrupting, &c. In 
the ſame Page the Patriots againſt him as 
CoMPUTING, OpposING, PROTESTING, &c. 
In Page 52, he is hanged without Tryal or 
Judgment. And, to be ſhort, without ac- 
queinting the Reader, that after the Miniſſer 
was hang'd, the KING was ſpeedily murder d. 


| (9,+ 


If therefore we fee Cochran in no other 
Light, than this wherein the Libeller hath 
ſhewn Him, all theſe Circumſtances are no 
other than ſuch as may happen to Miniſters 
or Minions, good or bad Favourites of Princes, 
without affecting their Characters. Envy, 
Obloquy, Odium, and diſaſtrous Fates, equally 
attend the Fathers of the People, and the 
Deſtrayers of the People. All Great Men 
have ſome Reſemblance with each other 
from Power, Favour, Affluence of Fortune, 
and Eminency of Station, however differently 
they behave themſelves in the Enjoyment of 
their Greatneſs, or in the Exerciſe of their 
Authority, Hence no judgment can be made 
of any one from theſe imperfect Lights of his 
having been Great in the Confidence of his 
Sovereign, envy'd by the Nobility, bated by 


(2) The King dclired of a Prieſt to have his Advice and 
the Sacrament, The Pricſt anſwered and laid, that. I ſhall 
co haſtily ; and pulled cut a J/ hingar, ard gave him four 
vr five Strokes even to the Heart, Lindejay, p. 90. 


the » 


OM RY 


— . — — 


[27] 
the Populace, or deſtroy'd by the Vengeance 
of Party. But if He is ſeen in all the Lights 
of his baſe Extraction, his infamous Riſe, his 
wicked Progreſs, the MURTHERs which He 
committed, the RAIN E of which He he 
was guilty, the Famine, DearTnH and 
DESsOLATTON which He cauſed, then indeed 
we ſhall know Him by his genuine Cha- 
raderiſticks; and. to deſcribe Him by theſe, 
cannot affect the Good and the Bad in an 
equal Degree, ſince the Difference will be 
roo glaring for Malice to ſuggeſt, or Folly 
to believe, that there can be any Agreement. 


It is not indeed to be wondred, that Cochran 
ſhould be miſrepreſented in a Performance 
which hath introduced no one Perſon with- 
out deſcribing his Character contrary to the 
Hiſtorians whom He refers to for his Vouchers, 


The Lord Chamberlain Hume is in the 23d 
Page repreſented by the Libeller as Ahject, 
Flaughty, Selfiſh, Illiterate, &c ; whereas, upon 
the ſtricteſt Enquiry, I can find no ſuch De- 
{ſcription ; but on the contrary, (7) the learned 
Antiquary of Scotland affirms of this Lord 
Chamberlain, who had been the King's Lord 
Lieutenant in the Government of a very great 
Province, that He was a Perſon of great 
Parts and Abilities, who came very early 10 


(r) Crawfurd's Lives of the Great Officers of Scotland. 
Edinb. 1733. P. 323. 


make 
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make a Figure, and to have a large Share in 
the Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs whilſt be Wwas 
but young, 


In Page 54 we are told of one Ramſay, 
of a noble Family, who was known to the 
Publick by ſome Singularities of Aſpect. The 
Libeller ſays, he had a Smock Face; the Ma. 
nuſcripts which I have conſulted ſay, it was 
the Face of a Few or a Giſey; or per- 
haps between both, the Ph!z of a Morocco 
Embaſ/ador ; but all agree he was bred a 
Page, employ'd as a Pimp, and concerned 
in all Sorts of Iniquity. I was curious to 
know, whether any other Particulars might 
be learned of this incomparable Perſonage; 
in which Enquiry I found, that by the Re- 
lation of all the Hiſtorians, He was equally 
eminent ſor Levity and Profiigacy, and ex- 
ceeded in both moſt Men of his Times. 
But the particular Fact recorded of him is in 
Buchanan (s), that the his Royal and indul- 
gent Maſter loaded bim with Favours, he was jo 
inſolently proud, he was not content with the 
Stewardſhip of the Houſhold, a Place of great 
Honour amongſt the Scots. 


(5) Is in tantum elatus eft ſuperbiam, ut cum Domus 
MAGISTER (is honor apud Scotos præclarus habetur) a 


Rege eſſet electus, multiſque prædiis opulentus donatus, 


non tamen ea ſortuna contentus. Buch. p. 237. 
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The next Officer of whom He ſpeaks, is 
the only Subject of Fraiſe which He could 
find at Court. This is the LoRD Hicu 
CHANCELLOR, and on Him he beſtows all 
his Panegyricks for Ability, Integrity, Elo- 
quence, and Love of his Country. There 1s 
no one who reads the Hiſtory, but muſt ſub- 
ſcribe to every thing ſaid in Honour of that 
exceilent Man ; though none can read this 
Author but muſt diſcern, that here, in the 
only Place where He is right, it is for a 
wrong Reaſon ; ſince, this Eulogium 1s en- 
tirdy grounded upon the moſt falſe Allega- 
tior, that the Noble Lord was an Enemy to 
the Adminiſtration, an Oppoſer of the King's 
Meaſures, and a Confederate in the Cabals of 
thoſ: who were at the ſame Time engaged 


againſt the King and his Miniſters. 


Hear then what Crawfurd (t) hath af- 
firmel of Andrew Lord Evandale, the moſt 
able ind eloguent Chancellor of that Reign. 
« He ſeems, ſays the /earned Antiquary, to 
« have been by his Conduct and Behaviour 
« a wiſe Man, and no ways diſpoſed to re- 
e bel, is many were, but always for healing 
« Counpls,” 


Agait, ſays he, (u) «Tis a meer Calumny 
« upon the Memory of the Lord Evandale, 


(z) Cravfurd's Lives, p. 23. 
(z) Cravfurd's Lives, p. 39. 


«c ro 


30 
ce to place Him in the Cabal with thoſe Lords 
« who took Arms againſt the King, as ſome 
« of our Hiſtorians do; fince we fee through 
« the whole unhappy Conteſt, He is on the 
« King's Side of the Quarrel, though far from 
e carrying things to Extremity. 


In truth, the Libel ſcarcely informs us 
what this Quarrel was, between the Lords 
and the King; and therefore the Libeller thirks 
it no Crime to miſrepreſent the Parts which 
different Perſons acted during the Quar-el, 
The Petition of the Lords to the Scottiſb King 
was, «„ That he ſhould leave Dung (Cousſel, 
« and unhoneſt, who looked not to the 
« King's Honour, and the Common-wea. of 
« the Country, nor to the Admixiſtratiot of 
« Tuftice (x. But the Libeller had no De- 
ſign we ſhould know, whether the Lords op- 
poſed beardleſs Minions, or Miniſters of great 
Experience: With him it ſeems to have been 
ſufficient, that they oppoſed Men in Proer ; 
and whether this was done with or without 
Provocation, it was not his Purpoſe w gra- 


tify the Reader's Curioſity. 


It cannot but move the Indignation of all 
who value the Laws, or love their dezreſt Li- 
berties, that the Author of this Litel hath 
been thus diligent to review the bloodieſt 
Annals of his Country, and to revive the moſt 


(x) Lindeſay, p. 76. 
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butcherly Examples of Party Revenge. Few 
were the Kings of Scotland, who went to the 
Grave in Peace. Few were the Miniſters of 
Scotland, who met with their Fate from the 
Laws of their Country, but, on the contrary, 
fell a Sacrifice to the Barbarities of a fierce and 
ſanguinary Populace, conducted by a proud- 


ſpirited and vindictive Nobility, If the Scenes 


of Blood and Confuſion could either give De- 
light or Inſtruction to the People of this King- 
dom; if Parties here are not ſo terribly inflamed, 
and the Strife of Mankind hath produced no 
ſuch fatal Effects: Is it honeſt, is it humane, to 
exhibit ſuch Inſtances of Horror, to retail 
ſuch Leſſons of Deſtruction, to ſhew the fierce 
and outragious, how far they fall ſhort of 
Barbarities, common in the Practice of for- 
mer Ages, and how far they might be war- 
ranted to proceed by the Examples of the 
neighbouring Nations ? 


The Hiſtory which this Libel recites, de- 
{cribes the Struggles between the Princes and 
the Nobility of Scotland; deſcribes the latter as 
making continual Wars upon the former, op- 
poſing them in all their Meaſures, whether 
good or bad, deſtroying all their Miniſters, 
whether juſt or unjuſt ; in the End dethron- 
ing their Perſons, and commonly depriving 
them both of Crown and Life by the ſame 
Proceeding. 


If it happens on numerous Occaſions, that 
the Enormities of Courts, and the Offences of 


Miniſters, 
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Miniſters, gave Colour and Juſtification t6 
the Violence of Oppoſition : Is it honeſt, or 
is it well intended, to cull thoſe Inſtances out 
of Story, where this Oppoſition atrained its 
Ends, and accompliſh'd its Vengeance by a 
Violaticn of the Fundamental Laws? by De- 
ſtroying thoſe whom they had marked for 
Deſtruction, without bringing them to the 
Judgment of their Country, and by putting 
Men to Death at the Head of an Army, whom 
they ought to have brought to that End by 
the Fuſtice of Parliament? *Tis ſome times 
ſeen, that Nations are only to be preſerved 
by departing from their Forms; but if this 
Practice 1s frequent, if the Laws are often 
diſpenſcd with, all Right becomes precarious; 
all Innocence unſafe, the Weak muſt for ever 
be the Prey of the Strong, and Violence can 
have no End. 


It is frequently to be lamented, that Power, 
however it be truſted in the hands of the 
Able and the Upright, or however admini- 
ſtered with the trueſt Regard to the Publick, 
will be the Object of much Envy and Odium, 
and all illnatured Abuſe. The beſt Miniſters 
will in this Circumſtance, though in no o- 
ther, have a Similitude with the worſt ; and 
from this Agreement of one ſingle Circum- 
ſtance, Malice and Impudence will boldly at- 
firm, that there is the ſame Agreement of all ; 
and that a good Miniſter differs in nothing 
irom a bad Miniſter, becauſe he 2 
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him in having great Power, great Hbnours; 
and the other Advantages of Supreme Fa- 
vour, though not at all in the Acquiſition or 
Application of them. 


It is likewiſe a Publick Misfortune, that 
this unreaſonable Envy will inſinuate it ſelf 
into thoſe Minds, whoſe Hands are moſt able 
to execute all kinds of Miſchief, It will 
ſometimes have Admiſhon even in the Nob/e/t 
Minds ; and Men of great Birth, great Alli- 
ances, and great Expectations, will frequently 
oppoſe their Huth to the wiſeſt Experience 
of ge. They will think, that every thing 
which they claim, is due to the Luſtre of 
their Names, and to the Advantages of their 
Extraction, without allowing the Commons fo 
much as a fingle Repreſentative in the Mini- 
ſtry. 


Under ſuch Diſadvantages the Scottiſbꝰ Hi- 
ſtorians repreſent the moſt amiable Miniſter of 
Srotland to have been, Kennedy the ancient 
and faithful Counſellor of this very Ning 
James, who had been in the Service of the 
Crown during Three ſucceſſive Reigns. Bu- 
chanan, whom Crawfurd (y) obſerves to have 
been moſt ſparing of his Panegyricks, is de- 
lighted with the Praiſes of this moſt excellent 


{y) Cratoſurd in the Life of Kennedy. 
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Man. He gives us a copious Account (2) 
with what Eloquence and Firmneſs he ſup- 
ported the Liberties of his Country againſt 
the Weakneſs of a Widow Queen, and the ar- 
birrary Spirit of her Flatterers. And after- 
wards being admitted Counſellor to the King's 
Father (a), * far different from a Faction 


« which at one Time prevailed in the Court, 


« and referring all his Counſels to the Good of 
« the Publick, when he could not reſiſt the 
« Grievances which every Day ſprung up, 
« and when the King's Authority was not 


e able to oppole the Conſpiracies of wicked 
Men (5% he withdrew and fhifted for him- 
* felt.” 


On the Acceſſion of the preſext Kine, 
Buchanan tells us, that Peace was obtained 
« Abroad ; but inteſtine Commotions ſoon 
« aroſe at Home. The Conteſts of the Nebi- 
« /ify in the ordering of the Government, 
« were rumour'd and magnity'd, which, to- 
« gether with the freſh Remembrance of the 
« Liccr.tiouſneſs of the late Times, did eaſily 
&« let looſe the Reins to Men who were fur- 


(z) Buch. lib. 11, 
(a) Ibid. pag. 207. Qui omnia ſua confilia ad falutem 
publicam referret. 


() Fortunis omnibus in prædam relictis, ipſe ſuam ſa- 
lutem tuebatur. id. 


(c) Buch. p. 225. 
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« hulent enough in their own Nature.” Va- 
rious Commotions aroſe, and the Violation 
of all Things ſacred enſued : But the Hands 
wherein the Power of the Crown was lodged, 
were too ſtrong for all Oppoſition. Bucha- 
nan adds, that theſe Tumults being thus 
c appeaſcd, the Adminiſtration of Affairs was 
e carry'd on with ſo much Equity and Tran- 
& quillity,that the oldeſt Man then alive never 
te remember'd more ſecure, quiet, and halcyon 
« Days (4). Such was the Prudence and Gra- 
« vity of KENNEDY the Miniſter, on whoſe 
« Authority the Court did principally depend ; 
« and ſuch the Modeſty of the reſt of the 
&« Nobility, who did not grudge to yield Obe- 
« gdience to the w/er Sort. For Kennedy, this 
« Great Miniſter (e), had obtain'd ſuch Cre- 
« dit by his manifold Merits and Services to 
« his Country, and by his faithful Offices to 
ce the late King; He had by the Elegance of 
« his Manners, procured ſuch a real Opinion 


(4) Ea erat in Jacobo Kennedo (cujusaula tum maxime 
nitebatur auctoritate) prudentia et gravitas, ea in reliqua 
nobilitate, qui prudentioribus parere non recuſabant, mo- 
deſtia. Buch. p. 225. 


(e) Tantam enim Kennedus exiſtimationem, multis 
erga rem Scoticam meritis, erga ſuperiorem Regem offi- 
clis, collegerat; tantam, ob morum elegantiam, compa- 
raverat in rebus omnibus fidem, ut cæteri Regiæ curatores, 
qui per ordinem bini in orbem fibi ſuccedebant, eum, 
quoties in aulam excurreret, velut diligentiæ exactorem et 
probatorem, facile ferrent. 161d. 
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* of his Fidelity in all Matters, that the 
* reſt of the King's Miniſters did willingly 
* admit and ſuffer him to be the ſole Cenſor 
* and Super viſor of the King's Service.“ 


This Paſſage in Buchanan, and the whole 
Story of Kennedy is worthy to be compared 
with the 4th Page of the Libel, where it is 
with ſuch Effrontery aſſerted, That a Prime 
Miniſter, as inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution 
of the Scottiſh Nation, and always noxious to 
the People of Scotland, was their utter Aver- 
fon, It is on this Ground-work that the 
whole Libel proceeds; and it is not to be 
wonder'd at, that /e capital a Falſhood ſhould 
introduce ſo many Perverſions of Hiſtory, ſo 
many Contradictions to known Facts, and to 
the very Authors whom he pretends to cite, 
whilit he miſrepreſents them. 


The learned Antiquary of Scotland ſays, 
That Kennedy was of Noble Birth, was 
* well educated in the Study of the Belles 
Leltres and was brought into great Em- 
:« ployments by King Faves the Firſt of Scol- 
« /and, whom all muſt allow to have been a 
good Judge of the Merit of his Subjects; 

„ in which Employments he ſet himſelf to 
:© procure all the Good that he could. A 
great Eccleſiaſtical Writer ſays, He put all 


/) Crawſurd, p. 31. in the_Liſe of Kenneay. 


Things 
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Things into ſuch Order, as no Man had ſeen 
the 2 of his Times (g). He ſerved the King 
as a Chancellor (): though it is not clear 
whether Scotland had an Exchequer at that 
Time. The ſame Authors teſtify of his Ca- 
pacity, that mo Man living was eſteemed jo fit 
for his Offices. The King himſelf had the 
greateſt Value for him, and ever diſtinguiſhes 
him by the Epithet of Cariſſimus Avunculus 
noſter. It is further ſaid, that He did ſo carry 
all Things by his Prudence, as whilſt he lived, 
the Publick Eſtate received no Harm (7). 


It is likewiſe atteſted by a Scotti/h Hiſto- 
rian, often cited in the Libel, «„ That he 
% was a Man of ſingular Virtue and Pru- 
e dence (4), wondrous wiſe, and well learned 
* in the Laws. By Letters and Practice, long 
« Uſe and Years, he knew the Nature of the 
* Scottiſh Men ſo, that he was moſt able of 
« any Lord in Scotland, Spiritual or Tempo- 
* ral, to give wile Counſel, or Anſwer, 
*< when the Time occurred, and /pecrally in 
« the Time of Parliament; or when the Em- 
* baſſadors of other Countries came for their 
“Affairs, there was none ſo able as He to 


(g) Spotſwood. 


(hb) Sir James Balfour's Hiſtory of Scots Stateſmen, and 
> Szvbaid's Lives of the Chancellors of Scotland. 


(i) Spotſwood. 
(+) Lindeſay, 70, 
25 & glve 
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te give them Anſwer conform to their Peti- 
e tion, and the Deſires of their Maſters” (J. 


Such was the Character and Complex ion 
of this King of Scotland's Miniſtry, whilſt he 
was happy in giving due Support to his Fa- 
ther's faithful Counſellors ; ſuch was the Suc- 
ceſs of the Adminiſtration, and the Advantage 
of the People, till the Boyps came to Court 
in the Sixth Year of the King's Reign (n), 
« who being, ſays the Scottz/þ Hiftorian, the 
« Chiefs of a Noble Family, and ally'd to many 
« others, were not content with that Place and 
« Authority which they had at Court, though 
te it were very great and honourable; but 
« ſought to transfer all publick Authority into 
« their own Family (n). Being admitted into 
« private Intimacy and Converſe with the 
« King, they would often ſcatter Words be- 
«* fore him (o), ſuggeſting that he ought 70 
« govern by himſelf; to be emancipated from 


*« the Servitude of Old Grey-Beards, and to 


(7) Lindeſay, p. 76. 

(n) Buch. pag. 225. 

() His opibus freti, nec loco, quamvis honorifico, 
quem in aula tenebant, contenti, nec auctoritate, quz erat 
eis præcipua, omne robur publicum in ſuam transferre fa- 
miliam decreverant. 46:4. \ 

(o) In hanc tam familiarem conſuetudinem admiſſus, 
ſermones frequentur apud adoleſcentiam ſerebat; Eum 
jam regni potentem eſſe, ut, e ſenum prope ſervitio 
cc emancipatus, ætatem circa ſe habeat militarem, eaque 
<« ſtudia mature capeflat, in quibus, velit nolit, ei agenda 
fit ætas. Ibid. 


« maintain 
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« maintain a Company of noble, military 
« YouTHs about him, G. Kennedy, his 
te faithful Servant, and moſt ancient Coun- 
« ſellor, was treated with exceſſive Rudeneſs, 
« Inſults, and Injuries by them, though the 
« Hiſtorian ſays, (p) He deſerved better things 
ce. af their Hands. By this means, ſays be, 
« the Seeds of Enmity were ſown between 
« the two Factions, which grew up to the 
ce great Detriment of the Kingdom, and at 
length to the total Deſtruction of one of 
« them, meaning the Family of Boyp. 


It is by a ſcandalous Perverſion of Hiſtory, 
that the Libeller continually treats of the Boyds 
as Cochran's Enemies and Opponents ; where- 
as they were all cut off by the Friends of 
Kennedy, ſoon after his Deceaſe, and before 
ſuch a Minion as Cochran was known in Scot- 
land (4). 


The Hiſtorian, ſpeaking of this Miniſter 
Kennedy's Period (7), ſays, «© It was mature 
« enough for Himſelf, if we reſpect his Age; 
e but was fo lamented by all good Men, as if 
« in Him they had loſt a Publick Father, 


( Optime de ſe merito, Did. 


(7) Buch. pag. 228. 
(r) Buch. pag. 226, 
(s) For 
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« (5) For in that Man there was an high 
« Degree of Frugality and Continence at 
« Home, notwithſtanding great Splendor and 
« Magnificence Abroad. He exceeded all in his 
« Station, that ever were before or after him in 
* Publick Liberality. He erected a Macxi- 
« FICENT MONUMENT, which yet the Ma- 
« lignity of Men envy'd him, though he had 
« deſerved ſo well privately of moſt Men, and 
« publickly of all Men. They alledged, 'twas 
« a thing of too much Vanity, to beſtow ſo 
« much Coſt on this Structure (). But his 
c Death made his Virtues more illuſtrious, 
« and encreaſed Mens Defires after him. For 
« when He, who was a perpetual Cenſor and 
« Corrector of his Times, was once removed 
ce out of the Way, the Publick Adminiſtration 
« became by degrees to grow weak and re- 
« miſs, and at laſt to be ſo corrupt, as to 
ce bring all things with it ſelf to Ruine (u).“ 


) Erant enim in eo viro preter virtutes ante comme- 
moratas, ſumma domi frugalitas & continentia, foris fplendor. 
& magniſicentia. Omnes ſuperiores, & qui eum uſque ad 
hunc diem ſecuti ſunt, Epiſcopos liberalitate in publicum 
ſuperavit. bid. 

(i) In eis ſepulchrum ſibi magnifice extruendum cura- 
vit, quod tamen ei, privatim de pluribus, publice de 
omnibus optime merito, malignitas hominum invidit: 
quod dicerent, nimiæ vafitatis eſſe, in re, ad nullum uſum 
comparata, tantos ſumtus facere. Lid. 

(2) Mors virtutes ejus fecit illuſtriores, & deſiderium 
auxit: eo enim, velut perpetuo cenſore morum, de medio 
ſublato, diſciplina publica paullatim labefactata, deinde peni- 
corrupta, ſecum omnia pene in exitium traxit, 16:4. 
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The Conſequence of this Great Man's Re- 
moval and Death was, that the Boyds, who 
had envy'd a Miniſter whoſe Virtues they 
would not imitate, and whoſe Fortunes they 
could not endure, enſlaved the King, and pro- 
Cured the Regency to be veſted in themſelves (x), 
to the Diſgrace of their Sovereign, and the 
Oppreſſion of the Subjects. 


In Concluſion, theſe ambitious Men, whoſe 
Noble Birth was their enly Recommendation, 
and whoſe Outrage had haſten'd the Death of 
the moſt experienced and moſt able Counſellor the 
Kingdom had ever known, engroſſing their 
Prince to themſelves, and provoking the whole 
People by their Enormitizs, became the moſt 
fatal Examples, which any Age has produced, 
to warn the wnworthy Supplanters of a moſt 
faithful Miniſter, One of them had his Head 
cut off by Judgment of the Eſtates in Parlia- 
ment (). Another died in Exile in Engl/and(S), 
whoſe Son was declared a Publick Enemy, 
without Hearing, and all their Eſtates were 
confiſcated, The EARL. or ARRAN, To- 
mas Boyd, who had married the King's Sitter, 


(x) Eodem quoque die adjicitur, & aliud diploma ex 
concilii ſententia, quo Bodium Proregem creat, ſuamque 
ſalutem, fratres, ſorores, arces & oppida, omnemque ju- 
riſdictionem in cives ei Rex committit. Buch. pag. 227. 

( y) Buch. 228. N 

(2) Ibid, ; 

* and 


[ 42 ] 

and afterwards ſaw her eſpous d by Violence to 
another, he being yet alive, revenged his 
Quarrel with the Courr, by animating Foreign 
Nations to invade his Country, and without 
any Commiſeration of the People, incited their 
Neighbours to plunder their Ships, and inter- 
rept the ir Trade (a). 


Theſe were the Calamities which the Boyds 
brought upon their Country, and upon them- 
ſelves. Nor is it from any Deſire ſuch Ex- 
amples of Vengeance ſhould ever be revived, 
that I have rehearſed them; but to ſhew that 
ambitious Men, who envy the Power of wor- 
thy Magiſtrates, foment the Popular Rage, and 
authorize all kinds of Violence, may juſtly 
expect to be overthrown themſelves by Fac- 
tions which they raiſe, and by arbitrary Pow- 
er which they eſtabliſh for the Oppreſſion of 
others. 


From this unwarrantable Envy, and unjuſt 
Oppoſition, carried on by ambitious young No- 
blemen againſt a deſerving PRIME MINISTER, 
flowed all the Diſturbances and the Misfor- 
tunes of the Kingdom. And notwithſtanding 
the Blemiſhes which were afterwards imputed 
to the Government, it is moſt undoubtedly 


true, that had this King, with Juſtice, Wiſ⸗ 


dom, and Firmneſs, ſupported the Counſel- 
on who had deſerved fo well of Him and 


bis 
(9 Buch. pag. 228, 
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his Father, had he aQed as greater and hap- 
pier Princes have done, in diſcouraging Fac- 
tion, and maintaining the Faithſul in his Ser- 
vice, his Times had nor only been bleſt with 
Tranquillity, but his Death might have been 
deferr'd to the Fulneſs of his Age, and his 
Name would have been remembered with leſs 
Diſadvantage by Poſterity. 


For Buchanan ſays, That © this unfortunate 
« King was not ſo much a Man of a bad Dit- 
« poſition by Nature, as corrupted by evil 
« Cuſtom and Acquaintance. For having firſt 
te given Indications of great and notable Inge- 
« nuity, and of a Mind truly Royal, he de- 


e generated by degrees, the Bovps being the 


« firſt Occaſion thereof, into all manner of Li- 
« centiouſneſs (a). When the Boyds were taken 
te off, then Perſons of the loweſt Sort were bis 
e Adviſers in all Kinds of Wickedneſs. Add 
te to theſe Cauſes, that the Corruptions of his 
« Times, and the evil Examples of neigh- 
« bouring Kings, contributed not a lutle to 
« his Overthrow and Ruine.“ 


Hence it is manifeſt, that theſe ambitious 
Men, who could not hear fo worthy a Coun- 


ſellor as Kennedy in the Office of Prime Mi- 
niſter, were the Men who by their Factioi.g 


(a) Per Bopios primum, ſed paullatim, in licentiam ct 
effuſus. Buch. p. 239. 


n gave 
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gave Riſe to the Power of Cochran, and to the 
worſt Miſery which attended their Times. 
For, ſuch is always the Fate of Ambition, 
that it rarely works for its own Ends, but 
having deſtroy'd the beſt Men, miſcarries in 
its moſt hopeful Deſigns; and that very Power, 
which occaſioned the Struggle, mocking the 
toilſome Purſuit of the moſt eager Purſuers, 
paſſes at length into Hands, who had been 
as little ſuſpected by all the World, as by 
themſelves, of having the appearance of a 
Chance to obtain it. 


Theſe Boyds were the Faction for whom 
the Libeller ſhews ſuch exceſſive Fondneſs, 
beyond the Perſons of the King, the Queen, 
or All the Royal Family; tho' the Author 
of this Libel had really been ſincere, in pre- 
tending Himſelf an Enemy to the Enormities 
which abounded in Scotland, He muſt have 
loved and praiſed the Qu x EN, of whom 
He ſuppreſſes Buchanan's ſhining Teſtimony, 
« That SyuE was a Woman of Singular 
« Beauty and PRoBITY likewiſe (5), whoſe 
« Graces had an happy Effect in reſtraining 
ce the Violence of her Times.” 


There are indeed ſome Expreſſions in the 


Libel, which might lead us to imagine, that 


- (5) Mulier ſingulari forme, gratia & probitate, Cc. 


p. 237. 
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the Author had ſome Reſpect for the Paix cn 
their Son, though on the moſt unnatural Ac- 
count in the World, the having been drawn 
away from the Intereſts of his own Father, 
But in Truth, this m neue Prince had nei- 


ther Love or Eſteem for the Factions wherein 
he appeared, but was enticed frem the Duty 
to a Father, by the Tutors of. his tender 
Age (c), and through the Apprehenſions of 
the Power of this Faction, who threatned, 
if He did not concur in their Mealures, that 
they would change the Succeſſion ; wherein 
their Deſign was ſo notorious, and their Diſ- 
courſe ſo very indecent, that, as Buchanan 
aſſures us, it was publickly talked of in all 
the Nations round them, (4) that theſe in- 
teſtine Diviſions would drive the King and 
his Family out of the Kingdom : And tho' 
the Faction did not declare for a Foreign 
Pretender, but having murder'd the King, 
were contented to ſuffer the Succeſſion of his 
Son, yet this untimely Elevation to the 
Throne, was of no Advantage to the Prince: 
For Buchanan tells us (e), that on the Com- 
mencement of his Reign in the Place of his 


MIT 

(c) Is a cuſtodibus ſuis, & atis . aj irmioris rectorilus 
corruptus, hoc maxime metu, ne Ie recuſaret, ad 
Anglos, hoſtes familiæ ſuæ perpetuos, imperium deſer- 
retur. p. 238. 

(d) Quod in tantis inteſtinis diſſidiis, metueret ne Ja- 
cobi poſteritas regno pelleretur. Buch. pag. 235, 

(e) Augebat indignationem, quod non in Regiam, 
ſed paucorum poteſtatem, tot viri, genere & opibus 
clari, tam facile recidiſſent; 38 Titulum enim & nomen 

& Regium, 
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murder'd Father, « It encreaſed the Indig- 
te nation, that now the Power, over ſo many 
e noble and eminent Perſons, was ſo eaſily 
&« fallen, not into the Hands of the Prince, 
« but o 4 few particular Men; for tho' 
te the King might retain the Name and Title 
« of a King, yet being but a Youth, he did 
* not govern, but was Himſelf governed by 
e thoſe who had murder d his Father.” A Fate 
which will ever attend Princes, who yield to 
the flattering Perſuaſions of wicked and am- 
bitious Men, or ſuffer themſelves to be drawn 
into the Power and Management of Parties, 


Whoever would ſee the Miſchiefs of ſuch 
Parties in their largeſt Extent, and the moſt 
perfect Picture of an Anti-miniſterial Pa- 
TRIOT, may be furniſhed from the Hiſtory of 
Scotland, with ſtronger Examples of this 
Kind, than all the other Remains of Antiqui- 
ty can exhibit to us. I am greatly ſurprized, 
that the Author of the Libel, who ſeems to 
have been delighted with the Boyds, for be- 
ing the Miſleaders of King James the Third of 
Scotland, and the Deſtroyers of his St Mini- 
ſters, ſhould be ſilent in the Praiſe of Earl 
Douglas, who even ſurpaſſed the Boyds in the 
moſt dangerous Ambition, and the moſt aban- 
doned Wickedneſs. 


« Regium penes adoleſcentem quindecim annorum, qui 
* non regeret, ſed a Patris inter/eforibus regeretur. Buch, 
lib. 13. p. 240. 8 
Buchanan 
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Buchanan tells us, that on the Acceſſion of 
the King's Father, (e) “ an Aſſembly of the 


« Eſtates was held at Edinburgh, to which 


« Convention came not a few Perſons as uſu- 
« al, but even whole Claus and Tenantries, to 
« complain of the Wrongs they had ſuſtain- 
« ed. And indeed the Sight of ſuch miſera- 
* ble Company could not be entertained with- 
e out deep Affliction of Spirit, every one 
e making his bitter Moan according to his 
te Circumſtance, that Robbers had deſpoiled 
& Fathers of their Children, Children of their 
„ Fathers, Widows of their Husbands, and all 
*© in general of their Eſtates. 


The Hiſtorian ſays (7), © The whole Aſ- 
te ſembly knew that the Faction of DouGLas 
& was the Fountain of their Calamities: But 
ce he was fled. ——— The Publick Vengeance 
« was exerted in the Deteſtation and Puniſh- 
« ment of theſe Publick Villanies —D— Ac 
length, Douglas being unable to ſtand a- 


(e) Conventus omnium Ordinem indictus eſt Edim- 
burgim. Eo non pauci (ut alias ſieri ſolet) ſed tote 
prope ſuis ſedibus excitæ regiones, conqueſtum de injuriis 
confluebant. Ejus turbæ tam miſerabilis erat facies, ut 
non fine ingenti motu animorum conſpiceretur, cum 
pro fe quifque, patres liberis, liberi parentibus, viduæ ma- 
ritis, omnes omnibus fortunis a latronibus ſe ſpoliatos que- 


rerentur. Buch. pag, 202, 


(7) Comm Duglaſſiæ, etſi caput eſſe mali omnes 
intelligebant. 


ce gainſt 
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gainſt the Complaints of the Commons, re- 
« folved to profeſs himſelf a new Man (g); 


I 


« and when he had gained Intelligence by 


« ſome Courtiers whom he had corrupted, that 
« the King's Anger was appeaſed towards 
« him, then, and not before, he came into his 
« Prefence, and threw himſelf with the /owe/f 
« Submiſſims at his Feet, He partly excuſed 
« the Crimes of his former Life, and partly 
« fince that ſeemed the readier Way to Re- 
© conciliation) confeſſed them; affirming 
« withal, that Whatever Fortune he ſhould 


* have thereafier, he would aſcribe it ſolely 
« 7G the King's Clemency, and not to his own 


te Innocence: But that if the King would be 
« pleaſed to receive Satisfaction from him 
« by bis Services and Obſequiouſneſs, he would 
« exert his utmoſt Endeavour for the future, 
« that no Man ſhould be more loyal and ob- 
« ſervant of his Duty than himſelf.“ 


(g) Regem cum per aulicos, largiendo fibi venales pla- 
catum reſciflet, tum demum ipſe adicit : ac ſe ſuaſque 
fortunas ei permiſit: ſaperioris vitæ crimina partim pur- 


gat, partim (quoniam id placabilius eſſe ee ingenue 


ſatetur. Quamcunque poſthac habiturus eſſet fortu- 
«© nam, eam ſe Regis clementiæ, non ſuæ innocentie 
&« debiturum. Quod $i Rex officiis et obſequio ſibi ſatis- 
« fjeri patiatur, ſe curaturum, ut fide, obſervantiæ, et ſtudio 
« erga cum a nemine vincatur in coercendis et puniendis 
& Jatronibus, quorum ſcelera inimic: in ipſum conferrent, 
& nullum neque acriorem neque diligentiorem futurum“. 
Buch, pag. 204. 
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By theſe Submiſſions, and the ſecret Com- 
mendations of ſome Courtiers, the King was ſo 
changed, that he forgave him all the Crimes 
of his former Life : Though Buchanan ſays, 
« the wiſer Sort were afraid to what this ſud- 
« den Change of Manners would tend (+), 


No ſooner was Douglas forgiven, but the 
worthieſt of the King's Servants diſcern'd, that 
all his Counſels would tend to heir Deſtru- 
ion. (7) Neither, ſays Buchanan, did their 
preconceived Opinions deceive ſuch wife Men 
as they were, For Douglas having made his 
own Peace, raiſed a Tempeſt againſt the Mi- 
niſters, demanding that they ſhould give an 
Account to him and his Cabal of the Admini- 
{trations of their Office; wherein his Deſign 
was, that he might either deſtroy their Per- 
ſons, if he could reduce them by the Violence 
of his Faction; or elſe to declare them pub- 
lick Enemies, having the Authority of the 
King's Name as a Pretence for his Power, in 
order to deſpoil them of all their Eſtates. But 
the Hiſtorian adds, that the Fir/t Miniſter pre- 
ſerved the King's Favour, and was again a- 


( Prudentioribus metum faceret, quo tam repentina 
morum evaderct mutatio. Buch. pag. 204. 


(i) Nec fefellit homines perſpicaces precepta opinio. 16d, 
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blijhed in his Office of Chancellor by the Conſent 
of all (k). 


This Douglas is deſcribed in all the Hiſto- 
rians as the Pet of Human Society. The Pa- 
negyri of his Name, and Apologiſt of his Life, 
David Hume (I, condemns him in what he 
knew not how to palliate, that Douglas bore 
with Thieves 7o have their * And 
Lindeſaye (who teſtifies to his ſcandalous Pro- 


fiigacy, and perfidious Behaviour, in the re- 


peated Submiſſious which he made, the Oaths 
of Fidelity which he folemnly ſwore on 7wo 
ſeveral Occaſions, and the Violations of all thoſe 
Oaths, by ſtanding in oN REBELLION after 
he had ſwern them) gives us a copious De- 
ſcription of the Manner in which he behaved 
himſelf during bis Power at Court ; as Bucha- 
nam deſcribes the Violence of him and his Fa- 
ction, when they became the Oppoſers of Courts. 


« DovGL as,fays Lindeſay (m), (whowrites in 
ce the Fullneſs of the Scettiſh Dialect) being in- 
« folent through the Promotion of his Friends, 
begun to maintain ſo many as were plain 
« Fl.ucrcrs, and allowed his Doings, or were 
« ready at his Command to execute ſuch Miſ- 
« chief as was his Pleaſure. He promoted 
them, yea, many of them from baſe Eſtate 
* above their Degree, But whatſomever-he 
« was ſo hardy as to reproach his Doings? 


(4) In gratiam receptus a Rege, iterum fit Cancellarius 

migna omnium conſenſu. Buch, pag. 206. 
({) Hume, pag. () Lindeſay, pag. 26. 
« for 
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: for it gainſtood ſome Men's Conſciences, 


how ſoon it came to his Ears, he cauſed 
them to be adjudged, ro underly the 
Law, where he being Judge and Party, 
ſpoiled them /akele/ly of their Eſtates; and 
by the contrary, as many as depended on 
him, howbeit they had been never ſo 
guilty, they were over-ſeen ; or elſe he got 
them free Reſpites and Remiſſions for all 
their Offences, wherethrough they had 
been bolden up by ſuch licentious Prerc- 


« gatives above others. They put no Diffe- 
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cc 


rence between Wrong and Right. Oppreſ- 
ſion, Theft, and all other Kinds of Miſ— 
chief, were but a Dalliance ; ſo that it was 
thought /e:/om to a Depender on Douglas to 
do any Wickedneſs; for ſo fearful was the 
Name, and terrible to every innocent Man, 
that when a miſchievous Limmer was appre- 
hended, if He alledged, that what He had 
done was by Douglas's Command, no Man 
durſt preſent him to Juſtice.” 


« Through this unequal Puni/hment of In- 
nocents, and great Favour that he bore to 


 Tyrants and Malefattors, every Man begun 


to hate his Cruelty ; for He regarded no- 
thing the Love nor Favour of the People, 
but He gloried to be dreaded of all. To 
Thief and Reaver He was a ficker Targe, 
and by the Contrary, a plain Enemy to 
good Men ; thinking it was a great Pleaſure 
ro ſpoil whomever He favoured not, with- 
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« out all Equity or Law; ſo all good Men 
« behove to keep Silence, and durſt not cry 
“ out againſt his Tyrannie.” 


« At this Time James KenNnepy, a Man 
ce of ſingular Virtue and Prudence, held Him- 
« ſelf very quiet, waiting upon a better For- 
tune, thinking this great Cruelty that was 
« exerciſed, would have a ſudden End.” 


Theſe were the Crimes which rouzed the 
Vengeance of Scotland and the Juſtice of their 
Parliaments, till Douglas made his Submiſſions 
and varied the Shape of his Violence ; inſtead 
of making War on the Peace of the Kingdom, 
turning all his Rage againſt the Miniſters of 
the Crown. Accordingly Buchanan tells us, 
That after the Pardon of his Crimes (), he 
« and the Men of his Faction lived in no Fear 
« at all of the Law, but letting the Reins looſe 
« to all Licentiouſneſe, invaded and made Ha- 
« vock of Things ſacred as well as profane. 
„ Thoſe who were ohnoxious to them, they 
« deftroy'd out of the Way; neither was 
there any End of their Wickedneſs. When 
they had no ſufficient Cauſe for Miſchief, 


(n) Duglaſhe factionis F nullo judiciorum metu 

i omnem licentiam effuſi ſacra, proſana, agere, rapere, 

obnoxios cædere, neque ſceleribus modum facere: inter- 

dum, nullis peccandi ſuppetentibus cauſſis, gratuita edebant 

facinora, ne, per deſuetudinem ſcelerum, honeſtæ cogita- 

bores anirmum ſubeuntes mollirent, ac feritate illa man- 
trcfacerent, Buch. 208. 


« they 
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* they committed it without any Provoca- 
« tion, leſt through the Diſuſe of Injuſtice, any 
« honeſt or tender thought ſhould ariſe in their 


cc Minds, ſo as to allay their ſavage Cruelty. 


« Every one thought Himſelf the nobleſt and 
« braveſt Fellow, who could caſt Contumely 
« on the Commons, Quanto quiſque contume- 
« liofior in plebem Met, tanto ſe nobiliorem 
« exiſtimabar,” | 


This brutal Violence and outrageous In- 
juſtice, tho? it ſpared none who were not 
the Partners of its Crimes, affected moſt the 
greateſt Obſtructers of them, namely, the 
PRINCIPAL MINISTER, and all who were 
Friends to Him and the People. For Douglas 
being diſappointed in his wicked Ambition, and 
not being able to engroſs the Power of the 
Crown, nor even to annul the Incapacity, or 
to eraſe the Infamy, which publick Juſtice 
left remaining upon him; He became in- 
« cenſed, ſays Buchanan, againſt all the Cour- 
te tiers for his Diſgrace, and moſt eſpecially 
« againſt the Chief Miniſter, ro whoſe Wit- 
« dom He chiefly imputed the conſtanc 
« Deſtruction and Defeat of all his Deſigns 
« and Contrivances. He was therefore re- 
&« ſolved to diſpatch him out of the World, 
« either by Treachery, or, if that ſhould 
« fail, by any other Means.“ And the Plan 
of an ASSASSINATION Was actually formed, 
but miſcarried in the Execution, thro' the 

Courage 
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Courage and Dexterity of that Great Man, 
whoſe Affection to his Prince, and whoſe 
Service to his Country, expoſed his Life to 
the Vengeance of thoſe who were Enemies 
to both. 


I will not leave this important Paſſage 
of Hiſtory, without producing the Original 
Words, that every Reader may be enabled 
to acquit me from any Suſpicion of having 
reported the Subſtance contrary to the Mean- 
ing of Buchanan, who ſpeaks of this bloody 
Dejfign, to ASSASINATE the Miniſter in the 
following Terms, Ob hanc tantam (ut iple 
videri volebat) Contumeliam, DuUGLASSIUS 
omnibus aulicis erat iratus: Sed precipue 
Gulielmo Crichtonio, cujus potiſſimum prudentia 


ſitus conatus omnes impedir: putabat : hunc 


wgitur, fi 705 inſidiis; in id minus procederet, 
quovis modo e medio 7ollere ſtatuit. Buch. 


Pag. 211. 


But this Deſign not ſucceeding, Meaſures 


of a worſe Nature were concerted, and 


Douglaſs was openly ſuſpected of Deſigns 
againſt the Kixs, even by the moſt infamous 
Arts contriving to transfer the Crown. Du— 


glaſſium nor obſcure peſſimis artibus regnum , 


affeftare. Buch. pag. 211. 


Yet this wicked Purſuit was not only inVio- 
lation of his Allegiance, but of y1s VOLUNTARY 
; OATH 
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OaTu To Tur Kins, in his Supplication 
for the Mercy of the Crown; cum ſancte 


. juraſſet, ſe nibil in paſterum commiſſurum, quod 


merito Regem offenderet, noxa liberatus eſt, 
magiſtratu fantum ademto; when He ;- 
lemnly fwore, that He never would after- 
wards commit any Action, which could juſtly 
offend the King, on which Oath He was 


pardoned of his Crimes, with no other Puniſh- 


ment than the Incapacity of holding Em- 
ployment in the State. 


From his fraiterous Intentions againſt the 
King his Sovereign, his Hatred became more 
Virulent againſt the moſt faithful of all the 
King's Servants: And KENnNevby, ſurpaſſing 
the reſt in Age, Counſel, and conſequently 
Authority, againſt Him the Wrath of Doug- 
las was moſt particularly directed. Sed Ken- 
nedus, & tate & conſilio, ac proinde auctori- 
tate anteibat, in eum potiſſimum ira eft verſa. 


Buch. pag. 205. 


Ar length, after all theſe AQs of.Violence, 
Perjury, and Treaſon, after repeated Sub- 
mitlions, and repeated Rebellions, whilſt the 
Kingdom cry'd aloud for Vengeance and 
Deliverance, this Grant of all Wickedneſs 
was flain by the Hand of the King, as He 
ſtood in his Preſence prevaricating with his 
Allegiance : A Fate 7/89 noble for his Crimes, 

but 
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but a Leſſon to the Traitors of all Ages, who 
treſpaſs on the Mercy of a Sovereign. 


This was the End of a Man, who had 
Parts without Juſtice, and Ambition with- 
out Bounds; who, impatient of Subjection to 
the Laws, and inſenſible of all Reſtraint from 
| Virtue, was a Tyrant in Authority, and a 
Traitor in Oppoſition ; ſo falſe in his Friend- 
ſhips, that no Obligations could bind him; 
ſo baſe as an Enemy, that He ſought to 
Aſjaſſmate the Miniſter, whoſe Fortunes He 
could not endure; and ſo Zreacherous in 
pledging his Faith, that the more /o/2mnly 
He fiwore, the more zealous He was to be- 
tray the Oath which He had taken. With- 
Publick Deſtruction in his Deſigns, He had 
Publick Virtue in his Profeſſions, and black 
with Crimes, was loud with Accuſations; ſo 
abject in the Meanneſs of his Spirit, and 
haughty in the Inſolence of his Pride, that 
nothing was equal to his Flattery of Courts, 
but his Outrage againſt the Laws of his 
Country. The good Man's Enemy, the Ma- 
lefator's Friend, the Oppreſſor of all Man- 
kind, yet boaſting himſelf the PATRIOT oF 
ScoTLAND ; and, whilſt He invaded all Civil 
Right, aſſerting the Freedom, and the Inde- 
pendency of the Conſtitution. Thus paſſing thro' 
a Life, moſt unhappy to himſelf, and obnoxious 
toall Men, never ceaſing to be wicked, till he 
ceaſed tolive,hisCourſe of Oppreſſions, Submiſſions, 
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Provecations, Supplications, Oaths, Perjuries, 
Treaſons and Rebellions, was finiſhed by the 
ſtroke of Juſtice, and then only He gave 
Peace to Mankind, when He paid the Debt 
of Puniſhment to his zn;ured Country. 


The Publick have now ſufficient Evidence 
before them, to form a right Judgment of the 
Queſtion, which ariſes from this Review of 
Hiſtory : Whether the Miſeries of Scotland 
ought to be charged on the Office of PRIME 
MiN1sTER, or on the Outrage of popular 
Faction, and the abandon'd Wickedneſs of ANTI1- 
MINISTERIAL PARRICIDES? 


If indeed there are Queſtions inſinuated by 
the Libel: of a more perſonal Kind; if the 
Libeller's Malice and Miſrepreſentations have 
a greater Deſign to injure the OrF1CER than 
the Office, and any Defamation of Characters 
lurks and ſculks under the falſe Deſcription of 
Things, I ſhall leave him, in Offences of this 
Kind, to the Juſtice of every intelligent 
Reader, whoſe Indignation He ſhews Him- 
ſelf conſcious of having deſerved, when He 
ſays (in pag. the 8th) That ſuch REPRESEN- 
TATIONS as He hath exhibited, though proved 
to be falſe and diſhoneſt, can give Offence to 
none, but ſuch as through a SIMILITUDE V 
Circumſtances and Characters feel themſelves 
hurt, and by their Cenſure acknowledge They 
are guilty. 
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It is not eaſy to conceive a Poſition which 
can be more falſe and abſurd, or to recollect 
any which hath been more frequently uſed 
to the moſt immoral Ends, For, if ever Cir- 
cumſtances taken upon Truſt from no better 
Authority than the Libels of the Times, and 
ſtrained by Violence to reſemble others in the 
Story of former Ages, ſhall be wickedly drawn 
into Paralle/s, that Men may infer a Reſem- 
blance of Characters, where there is really 
none; if thus the Examples of ancient INn- 


FAM ſhall be revived, and exhibited to au- 


thorize and propagate modern DEFAMATION ; 
if thus the Malice of a lewd Invention ſhall 
practiſe on the Wantonneſs and Folly of light 
Credulity ; and if thus any Perſon in private 
or in Publick Lite, ſhall feel Himſelf hurt by 
the Succeſs of Slander and Detraction: The 
Perſons thus injured can never be thought to 
be gzi/ty meerly becauſe they are hurt, bur, 
on the contrary, Hurt, becauſe they are not 
guilty, And the Doctrine laid down in the 
Libel, chat, to complain of Abuſe, confeſſes 
the Complaining Perſon to have deſerved it; 
or, that to be Jenſivie of Slander, 1s to be 
Conſcious Of Quilt; is ſo far from being true, 
it is cn the contrary certain, that the 
greater! Slander is at the fame time the great- 
e/t Foljtord ; and that whoever complains of 
its Malice, pays no fort of Homage to its 
Truth; ror becauſe it is open to Detection, is 

it 
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it therefore to be juſtified from Cenſure; nor 
becauſe its Deſignation is notorious, is its Ap- 
plication in any degree leſs unjuſt: But the 
greater Effect it can boaſt of, the greaterAggra- 
vation attends its Immorality ; and the deeper 
it ſtabs, the more juſtly it ought to be de- 
teſted. | 


But if ſuch odious Abuſe ſhall with ſuch 
idle Apologies come from the Hand of a Per- 
ſon, who in all the Scenes of his Life hath 
diſtinguiſhed Himſelf by the Badneſs of his 
Heart, and the Baſeneſs of his Actions; who, 
deſtitute of Friends in the Country where He 
was born, and of Credit and Eſteem in all 
Places wherever he was known, threw Him- 
ſelf on the Favour of an hoſpitable People, 
became ſupported by the Humanity of Stran- 
gers, and requited the Compaſſion which re- 
lieved him in his Diſtreſs, by ftabbing in the 
Dark the Fame of his greateſt Benefactor : 
If ſuch a Perſon, with the Luſt of being 
infamouſly falſe, hath ander d Publick Au- 
thority from the ſame Inducements which 
prompted Him to w:/:fy his private Friends, 
and makes Himſelf the dirty Implement of 
Faction, whilſt the Bread of his Family hath 
been received (I will not fay, from the Boun- 
ty, but) from the Charity of an Adminiſtra- 
tion: If having for many Years paſt, in 
Breach of his Faith, devoted his whole Con- 
verſation to /lander that Government which 
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he profeſſes to ſerve, and made hiniſelf the 
Ear. ig of every Foreign Agent, to inſinuate 


Lyes, and propagate Scandal in all the Courts 
of Europe, he is at laſt employ'd in writing 
Libels, and defaming £Eng/z/þ Characters un- 
der Scotch Similitudes: If in this Undertak- 
ing HE hath copied from the LIE of a /ows 
born Miſcreant,whoſe Extraction could ſcarcely 
have raiſed Him above the the meaneſt Oc- 
cupation of a Mechanick, but by having been 
the P1MP of great Perſons, and procuring to 
their Pleaſures, by the ba/o/# Profiitutions, from 
the Dregs of Mankind was raiſed to be the 
Object of their Deteſtation, and became as 
infamous as He had been ob/cure: If ſuch- 
are the C:rcumſtances, ſuch the Characters, 
which H E delights to rehearſe, it ſhall be al- 
lowed Him in the trueſt Meaning of his Words, 
that ſuch can give Offence to none but thoſe 
who from a Similitude of Circumſtances and. 
Character feel themſelves hurt, and by their 
Cenſure acknmoledge that they are GUILTY; 
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